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mews DAND & AVERY, - CITY PRINTERS, 
No. 8, CORNHILL. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING. 


The Commissioners on the erection of a building for the 
Public Library will receive sealed proposals, until Wednes- 
day, the 25th day of February, at 94 o’clock, A. M., for fur- 
nishing all materials, and performing all labor required in 
constructing, erecting, and completing the shelving in the 
new building, on Boylston street, in accordance with plans 
and specifications adopted by the Commissioners, and 
according to an ordinance of the City in relation to Public 
Buildings. , | 

Plans and specifications can be examined, on and after Mon- 
day the 16th inst., and information obtained at the office of 
Mr. C. K. Kirby, architect, No. 19, Niles Block, School street. 
The sealed proposals to be delivered to the Clerk of the - 
Commissioners, at the Public Library in Mason street. 


Rorert C. WINTHROP, 
Sam’L G. Warp, . 
EDWARD EVERETT, 
NatHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 
PeLHam Bonney, 
JosepH A. Ponp, 
WILLIAM PARKMAN. 

Feb. 11, 1857. | 


PPURLIC LIBRARY. 


Specifications for materials to be provided, and labor 
to be performed, in constructing, erecting and complet- 
ing the shelving and bookcases required in the new 
building on Boylston street, for the Public Library of 
the city of Boston. 


DESCRIPTION. 


In the room, for the books of circulation, there are 
ten alcoves, which are to be supplied with shelves, in 
accordance with plans and working drawings furnished 
by Mr. Kirby, the architect, and are to be of the best — 
quality of thoroughly seasoned, kiln-dried pine lumber. 
Hach alcove is to be divided into ten ranges of shelves, 
separated from each other by perpendicular partitions ; 
and each of these ranges, below the iron gallery, is to be 
divided, in height, by fixed shelves, into ten compart- 
ments, considering the space below the counter-shelf as 
one compartment. The space below the counter- 
shelf, in each range of shelves, is to be adjusted with 
two movable shelves, arranged on standards according 
to the plan furnished. The portion of each range, 
above the iron gallery, is also to be divided into ten 
compartments, as above described, without any counter- 
shelf or movable adjustments. 


; ' 


The partitions below the counter-shelves are to be 


& 


one inch and one quarter of an inch in thickness, and | 


those above the counter-shelves, both above and below 
the iron gallery, are to be seven-eighths of an inch in 
thickness, when finished. All of the shelves are to be 
seven-eighths of an inch in thickness, when finished. 
The front edges of the partitions and shelves are to be 


moulded according to the plan furnished, and neatly 


mitred at the connections. 
Each of the front ends of the several bookcases which 


project beyond the iron columns, and the ends where — 


there are other openings, are to be panelled and moulded; 


and each is to have a proper base and cornice, as in the 
plans and working drawings. All fixed shelves are to 
be neatly fitted to the plaster work. : 

In the principal library hall, the twenty alcoves on 


the floor are to be arranged with shelves, on the decimal 
system, according to plan, with stationary shelves above 


the counter-shelf, and movable shelves and adjustments 
in the compartment beneath the counter-shelf, and oth- 
erwise as described above for the room for the books 
of circulation. 


The adjustments for the movable shelves beneath the q 


counter-shelf are to be constructed with grooves in the 
partitions, and with corresponding tenons at the ends 


of the shelves, with cherry-wood supports, ranging in — 


height as shall be directed. 
All the openings left for passage-ways between the 


alcoves, both in the principal hall, and in the room for 


books of circulation, are to be finished with raised pan- 
els, in accordance with the plans, and with pine lumber. 
The spaces between the fixed shelves are to be varied 





5 


in height according to directions. The panels on one 
side of the passage-ways, between the alcoves in the 
principal hall, and those in the extreme angles of the 
alcoves, are to be hung and trimmed as closets, accord- 
ing to directions. Finally, the contractor will be obliged 
to furnish the best quality of thoroughly seasoned, kiln- 
dried lumber, for all parts above named, with all other _ 
kinds of materials required, of the best quality, and do 
and perform all labor, necessary to erect and fully com- 
plete, in the building, all the above described shelving 
and bookcases, in a thorough and workmanlike manner, 
in accordance with plans, working drawings and direc- 
tions to be given by C. K. Kirby, architect, and to the 
entire satisfaction and acceptance of the Commissioners 
on the erection of the Library Building, and all of 
the above to be done, and fully completed, on or before 
the fifteenth day of August, 1857, under a heavy for- 
feiture. 
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